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spectrum of fibrosis stages (AdAUROC). We previously demonstrated that the AUROCs 

were highly related to the difference between the mean fibrosis stages in the advanced fibrosis 

and non advanced fibrosis groups (DANA); the AdAUROC is the AUROC adjusted for the 

difference of the observed DANA versus a standard DANA of 2.5 fibrosis METAVIR units 

(DANA=2.5 if there was a uniform prevalence of 0.20 in each of the 5 stages); all the 

AUROCs were adjusted to a DANA of 2.5 using the formula: AdAUROC = ObAUROC + 

(0.1056) (2.5-ObDANA)[11,12]. 

Liver biopsies  

The recruiting method of the sampling has been detailed in the previous publications. In the 

integrated database, liver biopsies were processed using standard techniques. A pathologist 

who was unaware of the biochemical markers evaluated the fibrosis stage and necrosis grade 

according to the METAVIR scoring system [15-17]. Fibrosis was staged on a scale of 0 – 4: 

F0  no fibrosis, F1  portal fibrosis without septa, F2  few septa, F3  numerous septa without 

cirrhosis, and F4  cirrhosis. Biopsies were performed with a 16-gauge Hepafix Luer Lock 

needle (Braun Melsungen) in the Paris center and the Bordeaux center, and with various 

needles in the multicenter study from Marseille.aucs according to the prevalence of fibrosis 

stages  
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